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The Story of the Cracked Pot
 ‘A water bearer in India had two large pots, each hung on each end of a pole 

which he carried across his neck. One of the pots had a crack in it, and while 
the other pot was perfect and always delivered a full portion of water at the end of 
the long walk from the stream to the master’s house, the cracked pot arrived only 
half full.

For a full two years, this went on daily, with the bearer delivering only one and a half 
pots full of water in his master’s house. Of course, the perfect pot was proud of its 
accomplishments, perfect to the end for which it was made. But the poor cracked pot 
was ashamed of its own imperfection and miserable that it was able to accomplish 
only half of what it had been made to do.

After two years of what it perceived to be a bitter failure, it spoke to the water bearer 
one day by the stream. ‘I am ashamed of myself, and I want to apologize to you.’

The bearer asked, ‘Why? What are you ashamed of?’

The pot replied, ‘For these past two years I am able to deliver only half of my load 
because this crack in my side causes water to leak out all the way back to your 
master’s house. Because of my flaws, you don’t get full value for your efforts.’

The water bearer felt sorry for the old cracked pot, and in his compassion, he said, 
‘As we return to the master’s house, I want you to notice the beautiful flowers along 
the path.’

As they went up the hill, the old cracked pot took notice of the sun warming the 
beautiful wild flowers on the side of the path, and this cheered it somewhat. But 
at the end of the trail, it still felt bad because it had leaked out half its load, and so 
again it apologized to the bearer for its failure.

The bearer said to the pot, ‘Did you notice that there were flowers only on your side 
of your path, but not on the other pot’s side? That’s because I have always known 
about your flaw, and I took advantage of it. I planted flower seeds on your side of the 
path, and every day while we walk back from the stream, you’ve watered them. For 
two years I have been able to pick these beautiful flowers to decorate my master’s 
table. Without you being just the way you are, he would not have this beauty to grace 
his house.’

Author unknown
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Template 2

‘As the clay is in the potter’s hand, so are you in my hand.’ 
JEREMIAH 18:6 (NLT)
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A LIFE WITHOUT COLOUR
from SEARCHING Girl Guides handbook

A gardener one day noticed a chrysalis attached to the outside wall 
of his tool shed. He kept a close watch on it, until he noticed that the 
chrysalis had begun to open. 

He pulled up a stool, sat and patiently waited. The split gradually grew 
longer and wider and eventually the head of the emerging butterfly 
appeared. For the next hour the man sat transfixed as he observed 
the tremendous struggle put up by the insect as it fought to free itself 
from its leathery prison. At last, with a mighty twist, the butterfly was 
free, and slowly unfolded its wings to dry in the sun. As he watched a 
gentle smile lit up the gardener’s face as he saw the wings take on the 
most lovely and glorious colours; and then the butterfly flew away.

A year later the same man came across another chrysalis, which 
was beginning to split, and he decided to help matters on a little. 
Fetching a razor blade, he very gently and carefully split the chrysalis 
open, allowing the butterfly to emerge with complete ease. The 
creature spread its wings to dry and flew away. But, there was one 
big difference between the butterflies; the second had no colour in 
its wings.

The gardener recognised he had interrupted God’s plan and that a 
life without a struggle can be a life without colour.
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Template for snowdrops

White paper rectangles (6 cm x 4 cm)

GREEN paper rectangles ( 4cm diameter)

GREEN paper leaves 
 ( 9cm long; 2 cm at the widest part)
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3 God’s rainbow promise

2 Creation celebration
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5 Blessings

4 God’s provision



Support material for use with Messy Vintage. Downloaded from messychurch.org.uk/messyvintage. © The Bible Reading Fellowship (BRF).Support material for use with Messy Vintage. Downloaded from messychurch.org.uk/messyvintage. © The Bible Reading Fellowship (BRF).

7 Facing our giants

6 Balaam’s donkey
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9 Our God is a Great Big God

8 Prayer walking
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11 Shout for joy!

10 A new song
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14 A time for everything (2)

14 A time for everything (1)
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16 The joy of the Lord

15 God remembers
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18 No hiding place

17 Cracked pots
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24 Letting go!

21 Treasures of the heart
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27 Be still (2)

27 Be still (1)
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30 Born of the Spirit

29 When the cock crows
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32 I am the gate

33 I am the Good Shepherd
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34 All you need is Love

35 Breakfast on the beach
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37 Grace and hope

38 Live the fruit of the Spirit
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39 Rooted and grounded

Festivals 1 Advent wreaths
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Festivals 2 Christmas angels

Festivals 3 Epiphany
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Festivals 4 Candlemas

Festivals 6 Palm Sunday
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Festivals 7 Easter garden

Festivals 8 Rogationtide
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Festivals 9 Pentecost

Festivals 10 Sea Sunday
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Festivals 12 Bible Sunday

Festivals 13 All Saints
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